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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from History of Physical Astronomy, From the Earliest
Ages to the Middle of the 19th Century The main object of the work here submitted to the reader is to exhibit a
view of the labours of successive enquirers in establishing a knowledge of the mechanical principles which
regulate the movements of the celestial bodies, and in explaining the various phenomena relative to their
physical constitution which observation with the telescope has disclosed. It may, perhaps, be desirable to trace
out briefly the plan I have pursued in attempting to execute this undertaking. The first part of the work,
extending to the close of the thirteenth chapter, is devoted to the history of the Theory of Gravitation. In the first
and third chapters I have endeavoured to give some account of the immortal discoveries by which Newton
established this theory in its utmost generality. The researches of the learned Prof. Eigaud have recently
disclosed some interesting details respecting the original publication of the Principia, of which I have not failed
to avail myself in the execution of this portion of the work. The future history of Celestial Mechanics naturally
admits of a division into two distinct periods. The first comprehends the researches of geometers from the time
of Newton to the commencement of the nineteenth century. Towards the close of this period the analytical
methods devised for the developement of the Theory of Gravitation had attained a high state of perfection, and
the various phenomena which had seemed irreconcilable with its principles, were all satisfactorily accounted
for. The second period embraces the further developement of the theory down to the present time. The third
and following chapters...
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