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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 edition. Excerpt: .be, c contains a scene between Julia and her waiting-woman
Lucetta, J which shews the poet playing, more suo, with many terms of the musical art; such as tune, note,
song, setting to music, burthen, sharp and fiat, concord, descant, mean and base; the term mean implying the
intermediate part between the treble and the tenor. All this is in the second scene of the first act, and we refer to
it as a remarkable instance of a custom of the olden times. We have reserved, as our last illustration from
Shakespeare, his Winter s Tale; because in that play he has given us, in the pedlar Autolycus, a life-like picture of
the English ballad-singer and vendor, of his own time. He is introduced singing the ballad-- When daffodils
begin to peer --which contains allusions to the sweet birds and how they sing. A clown, or countryman,
speaking of a sheepshearing feast, says his sister hath made him four-and-twenty nosegays for the shearers;
three-man song-men all. That is, they were singers of songs in three parts. He adds that they are very good
ones, but they are most of them means and basses: but one Puritan amongst them, and he sings psalms to
hornpipes. An old shepherd speaks of his aged dame, who, when alive, at the shearing feast would sing her
song and dance her turn. Florizel praises Perdita s singing, and then Autolycus is thus heralded by a servant: --
Servant-- O master,...
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