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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Now the present movement is, before all, political and revolutionary. The
philanthropic and experimental forms of socialism, which played a conspicuous role before 1848, perished then
in the wreck of the Revolution, and have never risen to life again. The old schools have dispersed. Their
doctrines, their works, their very hopes have gone. The theories of man s entire dependence on circumstances,
of the rehabilitation of the flesh, of the passional attraction, once in everybody s mouth, have sunk into
oblivion. The communities of Owenites, St. Simonians, Fourierists, Icarians, which multiplied for a time on both
sides of the Atlantic, are extinct. The socialists of the present day have discarded all belief in the possibility of
effecting any social regeneration except by means of political authority, and the first object of their endeavours
is therefore the conquest of the powers of the State. There are some exceptions, but these are very
unimportant. The communistic societies of the United States, for instance, are mostly organizations of
eccentric religious sects which have no part or influence in the life of the century. The Colinsian Collectivists,
followers of the Belgian socialist Colins, are a mere handful; and the Familistere of Guise in France-a
remarkable institution, founded since 1848 by an old disciple of Fourier, though not on Fourier s plan-stands
quite alone, and has no imitators. Non-political socialism may accordingly be said to have practically
disappeared. Not only so, but out of the several sorts and varieties of political socialism, only one has revived in
any strength, and that is the extremest and most revolutionary. It is the democratic communism of the Young
Hegelians, and it scouts the very suggestion of...
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