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Before the Subcommittee on Consumer Affairs, Foreign Commerce, and Tourism of the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation United States Senate One Hundred Fourth Congress Second Session
April 23, 1996 The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:35 a.m., in room SR-253 of the Russell Senate
Office Building, Hon. Slade Gorton, chairman of the subcommittee, presiding. Staff members assigned to this
hearing: Lance D. Bultena staff counsel; and Moses Boyd, minority senior counsel. Opening Statement Of Hon.
Slade Gorton, U. S. Senator From Washington Senator Gorton. The purpose of this hearing today is to prepare
for efforts to reauthorize the Consumer Product Safety Commission. It was last authorized in 1990 simply for
1991 and 1992. The Consumer Product Safety Commission was created in 1972 as an independent regulatory
agency charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risk of injury from consumer products. | look
forward to learning more about the Commission s activities and priorities as it seeks to fulfill its important
mission. In this hearing, | also hope to explore some of the proposals for modifications to the statutes the Cpsc
administers. | know that the staff has proposed various statutory modifications that Chairman Brown believes
will help the Commission better meet its statutory mandate. Certain industry groups have also proposed
changes in the statutes. | look forward to learning more about these proposals and the concerns that underlie
them. And at this point | want to introduce Senator Bryan. He and | have worked together in this field fruitfully
and productively for many years. We are good friends, and anything that happens here in the future is going...
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