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minister covering this, among other points, proposing that the Sabine and Red and Arkansas rivers, and all
islands in the same, wherever said rivers were the boundaries between the two governments, should belong to
the United States, and the western bank of the Sabine, and the southern banks of the Red and Arkansas,
throughout the courses there described, should be the limit of the jurisdiction of Spain. The Spanish minister
required that the boundary between the two countries shall be the middle of the rivers, and that the navigation
of the said rivers shall be common to both countries. Mr. Adams replied that the United States had always
intended that the property of the river should belong to them, and he insisted on that point, as an essential
condition, as the means of avoiding all collision, and as a principle adopted henceforth by the United States in
its treaties with its neighbors. He agreed, however, that the navigation of the said rivers to the sea shall be
common to both people. The Spanish minister assented to this, and the result was the treaty, the third clause of
which contained the following: The boundary line between the two countries, west of the Mississippi, shall begin
on the Gulf of Mexico, at the mouth of...
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