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indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: . with a couple of straggling flowers or so. But when you let them have
some nice vigorous grass plants in the same pot, they fix upon them immediately and grow to a foot in height,
with a comparatively fine spike of pale primrose flowers which children sometimes know as cockscombs.
Eyebright has just the same trick, and so have the two red-rattles, cow-wheel, and others of their kind. There
are some parasites, like mistletoe, whose parasitism has become so deeply ingrained that their seeds will not
even sprout except on the body of a proper host, and those have adapted themseives to their peculiar habits by
acquiring very sticky berries which fall on a bough and are gummed there by their own bird-lime. Even such an
hardened oEender as the mistletoe, however, has partially green leaves which assimilate food on their own
account. SCARLET GERANIUMS, ASPARAGUS, C. Among all our old-fashioned garden flowers not one is brighter
or prettier than those common pelargoniums from the Cape, which we all know as scarlet geraniums. They are
not exactly of the genuine botanical geranium type, it is true, but they are quite near enough to it for even
unlearned eyes to perceive immediately the close relationship between them. I suppose every body knows the
little wild herb-robert of our English roadsides, its petty lacelike foliage turns so bright a red on dry walls or
sandy hedge-banks that even the most casual passer-by can hardly fail to have...
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