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book that is greatly needed both in introductory courses in theology and in parish renewal programs. In
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begins with an appreciation of the transcendent depths of human experience, with the realization that there is
more there than meets the eye, and moves skillfully on to the ways in which modern people can reflect and
articulate their experience of depth. He then draws upon both Jewish and Christian roots, expressed through
the experience of Moses and Jesus, to demonstrate how our experience can be clarified, challenged, and
enlarged through encounter with these traditions without the tired apologetics. In addition, as he develops the
communal nature of such traditional religions he does not shy away from their attendant problems and
constant need for reform. Overberg writes with disarming clarity. He has taken the jargon of the theological
vernacular and has put it into words we can both understand and use. Indeed, this is essential if we are ever to
renew the churches from the roots up. Highly recommended for parish renewal programs, introductory
courses in theology, and for private explorations. --Good News 17.1 (January 1990) Roots and Branches is clear,
concise, challenging toward reflection, with enough theological references to make it stimulating to the parish
audience without being overbearing. In particular, what caught my attention was the chapter on Corrupting
Trends. --Jane Myers, Director of Faith Formation Father Overberg presents contemporary theology incisively
and yet with a simplicity that can be understood by the average reader. His approach begins where people live,
in the...
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